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Abstract

The study is about the Impact of Development Fund project on Gender Relations: A case
study of Development Fund project of Baan Na Khun Nuea, Lao People Democratic
Republic ( Lao PDR). The objectives are: 1) to examine whether the government and the Lao
Women’s Union (LWU)’s women development policies are in accordance with the international
women development conceptual framework and if it is in which approach they have been
followed; 2) to study the women and men roles and participation in administration and
management of Development Fund Project of Baan Na Khun Nuea with respect to the Equality
between them, 3) to study how the access to the resource (credit) affect the women positively or
negatively and if it is leading to changing in gender division of labour and their power relations.
with men and 4) to study the attitude and view of the people in the community towards the project.

It is found that the government of the Lao PDR and LWU’s women development policies
are in accordance with the international one, following the WID approach. Women is integrated
into the main country’s economic development process by open up the opportunity for them to
access to credit, in order to earn extra income for the households. This is according to the
“poverty reduction” which is the main strategy in the government economic development plan.
WID framework is supposed to be working under traditional social structure (patriarchy). WID
aims to derive gender equality by the promulgation of the laws and regulations. This approach is
currently practiced by the government.

With in the Development Fund Project of Baan Na Khun Nuea unequal relationship is

found in the administration, role in decision making is bias toward men. At the community level



the project affects women positively but the affects are both positive and negative at the
household level.

The recommendations are drawn. As the foundation base, the government should make
sure that the gender issues is assimilated and throughly understood among all the agents which
involve in the development process. It is necessary to shift the conceptual framework from WID
to GAD. GAD will enable planner to see the relationship between women and men and leads to
the understanding that there are other forms of power to be utilized in empowering women
besides using “power over” derived from the enforcement of laws and regulations.

It is recommended that the LWU should adjust the development Fund Project to be a
more effective agent in empowering women with the other forms of power such as organizing on
the introducing them to work in group at the same time providing them with the vocational and
general knowledge, along with the needed help such as in marketing their produce and so on. As
for the Development Fund Project of Baan Nakhun Neua in order to make it more useful to the
villagers especially for poor women, the reduction in the interest rate and prolonging of the loan

period is strongly recommended.



