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ABSTRACT

The emergence of rubber regime in northern Laos, Luangnamtha province in
particularly, has not only dominated by Chinese markets, but it also based on the
poverty reduction policies which emphasized on the stabilization of shifting
cultivation, elimination of opium production, and the increase of forest cover. The
transition of traditional agriculture to large areas of rubber plantation has not only
reduced the number of forest products, but it has driven local farmers to different
directions and brought them to diverse adaptive strategies in order to respond to the
poverty reduction strategies.

My research was conducted in Hadyao and Sop Tout villages in Laungnamtha
province with the main focuses on the sustainability of livelihood condition of local
farmer under the rubber, the adaptive strategies of different group of local farmers,
and to explore the appropriation of rubber plantation system to local farmers. The
study finds that, planting rubber is able to overcome poverty, yet there are risk of the
fluctuation of products and price which may cause by global markets and the threat of
climate change. The emergence of farmer group and the practice of individual farmer
have brought different achievement to Hmong in Hadyao and Lanten in Sop Tout
villages. It also reveals that the performance of small scale farmers has provided the
highest profits and it is better adapted to the climate change than other systems.
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