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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study and understand the Moklen women's social struggles through
the sentimental experiences of those who have lost their children, parents and relatives in the
December 26th 2004 Tsunami. The research employs an anthropological methodology of 'Social
Suffering' in studying the complexities and socio-cultural obstacles of Moklen women. The study
also aims to identify Moklen women's strategies and adaptations in living and coping with those
social problems by conducting informal interviews with the intended Moklen women and using
participatory observations. The findings reveal the causes of Moklen women's social struggles
that involve several factors namely social inequities regards to their gender, classes and ethnicity
that push them into various degrees of multiple marginality. Moreover, the findings are the result
of diverse personal and social experiences, and attitudes toward different interpretations of losses.
The various interpretations and perceptions of the disaster’s impacts on which each individual
woman considers themselves in different social positions such as being mothers, daughters and
wives. Also, the natural disaster Moklen women victims have been facing different impacts, post-
Tsunami, regarding their own personal living, social status, and being under a patriarchy society.
Furthermore, the findings reveal that the perception of 'gender' has been significantly used for
Moklen women to heal their sentimental struggles, specifically in the scope of being a family that
consists of father, mother, and children that defines happiness. Thus, the study makes it visible for
any aid and relief programs that inadequately acknowledge the complexities of the Moklen
women's socio-cultural struggles. In order to have a better understanding about Moklen women,
who are not solely the disaster victims and survivals but they are full of cultural sensitivities,
otherwise those that help will only sustain gender inequality under a multi-cultural and patriarchal

society for Moklen women. However, the research found that the women are not completely



passive to the suffering under patriarchal ideology that devalued them and make them lack self-
esteem. Their response is to re-create the definition of a human, which became the origin of the

inner power to regain the human dignity of Moklen women.



