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Abstract

The study entitled “Construction of Lao Women’s Identity by the Government of Lao
People’s Democratic Republic Since 1975 to Present” has 2 objectives: 1) it aims to study the
roles of the government of Laos People’s Democratic Republic in the construction of “Lao
femininity.” 2) it aims to study the various reactions of Lao women, characterized by the
differentiation of status, ethnicity, and age, toward Lao women identity constructed by the Lao
government.

The researcher uses discourse analysis method by collecting data from documents and
interviews. The important documents used in this research are official documents, literatures,
songs, and publications. For the interview, the researcher uses formal and informal in-depth
interview techniques to collect data from various groups of Lao women, who reside in Vientiane
Capital, by considering the differences in their works, economic status, education, ethnicity, and
age. In the end, all data are analyzed through feminist perspectives.

The study reveals that during 1975-1985 (BE 2518-2528) the government of Laos
People’s Democratic Republic used socialist ideology which emphasizes on equality in the
construction of the nation. Thus, the government persuaded Lao women to accept that they were a
part of Lao nation, equal to men and worked along with their male counterparts to created the
affluent, independent, and modern socialist Laos. Lao women have been constructed to work
hard, love their nation, and self-sacrificed. They have to be “pure” and have good manner. They

are the guardian of Lao culture. The construction of these qualities of Lao women made Laos



unique from other countries. Laos people have been told to be truly proud of their nation because
the “uniqueness” created by Laos women.

In 1986 (BE 2529), the government of Laos People’s Democratic Republic declared
“New Imagination Policy” which changed the country’s development path to capitalist economic
development emphasized on economic growth. Thus, commercialized agriculture, industry, trade
and travelling became crucial to Laos’s economy. Since then, the government of Laos People’s
Democratic Republic has changed the definition of women. The women have been defined as
“those who develop themselves to lift their education on science and general knowledge”; this
could be seen in the changing mottos from “3 good 2 duties” to “3 good 3 competitions.” The
definition of Lao women in the new imagination era created the meaning of being Lao women as
“able and pretty”. In this circumstance, being able means the women have knowledge and skill to
develop her-self and the country. While prettiness means dressing in Laos style “Noung Sin
Bieng Pare and Kout Phom” and acting with good manner to sustain Laos tradition and cultural
heritage. The abovementioned identity of Lao women has given them roles in economic
development and attracting visitors

The definition of Lao women identity created by the government of Laos People’s
Democratic Republic has forced women from various ethnic groups to conform to Lao
nationalism. Some ethnic women have to change their ways of lives especially in dressing and the
production of cultural products such as selling clothes to Lao women and foreign visitor.
However, the globalization which brings western, Japanese, Korean and Thai version of
modernity tremendously affects Lao women behavior in various manners. Therefore, the
government cannot monopolize the power to define Lao women actual identities. Lao women do
not always perform their social behavior according to Lao women identity constructed by the
government. It can be seen clearly in dressing; women from all background i.e. ethnicity, classes,
and generations, dress in Lao style only in some certain context. Outside of government
controlled spaces, they dress the way they deem “proper” for their ever changing everyday life.
Hence, the power to define identity also resides in other sources such as the concept of modernity

as well as market.



