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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis “Coping with Risk and Vulnerability to Salinization in
Ho Klong Village, Nong Sim Sub-district, Borabue District, Maha Sarakham Province” are: (1)
to examine the processes of salinization and conflicts due to the salinity; (2) to investigate the
ways the farmers coping, adapting and managing soil salinity problems in the community since
from past until present; (3) to understand the negotiation process between the villagers and the
other social groups involved with salinity problems. This study collected data from various
documentations, applied a geographic information system and conducted field survey. The major
results are summarized as follow. The salinity problem during 1969-1990 was caused by the
production processes induced by the outside investors. As a result, areas of salinization have
extended to a larger scale. It has destroyed the cultivated areas of the farmers. This problem led to
conflicts between the farmers and the investors and between farmers and government agencies.

Social processes in a community have exposed the farmers to risk and vulnerability of
salinity. These included constraints in access to resources, unequal power relation and social
structures, government policies, pressure at the macro and micro levels, such as increase of the
population, the capitalist relation of production and debts. Moreover, conditions that made the
farmers vulnerable to salinization included physical environment, settlement location on the
saline soil, economic situations in the community and inefficiency of local organizations.

Farmers perceived about the causes of salinity problem from the natural processes and

human activities. Levels of perception on the severity of salinity problems were related to the



farmers’ direct experiences with salinity problem. Farmers whose cultivated areas were damaged
by salt production such as a decline of productivity had higher level of perception of the severity
than those from other groups.

Adaptations of farmers to salinity situation varied according to the condition in each
period. For example, at the beginning of salinization the villagers gained employment from the
investors in salt production during the dry season. The adaptive actions of farmers after the
salinity crisis were classified into three patterns: 1) acceptance of the losses as they had no
alternatives; 2) minimizing the losses through soil improvement by applying organic fertilizer; 3)
seeking new alternatives for survival without completely changing the livelihood.

Strategies to cope with the risk of salinity problems were mainly based on the
diversification of income earnings to supplement farming livelihood. These included wage labor,

animal husbandry and itinerant trading.



