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Abstract

The thesis entitled “Partial Proletarianization Process of a Peri-urban Village in
Chiang Mai Province” selects Baan Mor village, Sankampaeng District, Chiang Mai province as a
case study. It has three main objectives: 1) to study the changing process of the production
structure in both on-farm and off-farm activities in one peri-urban village; 2) to investigate the
construction of different types of producers in the craft industry in order to see the accumulation
process of local capital in the village level and the process of transformation of farmers into
labors in the craft industry; and 3) to examine the adaptation of social network utilized as
economic bases, particularly in the production of craft industry in the case-study village.

The current context of the village shows that the off-farm production is gradually
important and is a better main source of income than on-farm production. Rice farming is only
on-farm activity in this village. This transformation is influenced by internal and external factors.
There are three main internal factors. First is the village’s landscape as paddy rice fields which
are located far away from natural water resources. Although people attempted to engage in the
cash crop production, they didn’t succeed. Second, the majority of households are landless
(61.6%) because the community in the early period with 17 household was settled down in the
lowland. Later the community was extended to 310 households but they could no longer find the
new land for agriculture. Third, the expansion of the mango wood craft industry occurring in
1990 has attracted landless agriculturists to enter the subcontract production. For the external

factor, Chiang Mai province has been promoted as the center for economics and tourism of



Thailand’s northern region, particularly the rising of tourism in Chiang Mai province and
Sankampaeng District since the mid of the 1960s (around in 1967).

The study shows three main findings. First, the craft industry of mango wood
facilitates the emergence of factory owners (local capitals in the village level) who are main
entrepreneurs in the community. There are two types of the owners. One is original owners who
have done this business for long time and have strong economic grounds. They own the full-cycle
production factories and employ people to work in their own factories so they don’t depend on the
“subcontract” system. The other is owners who depend on the “subcontract” system. They are
new-face entrepreneurs who accumulate capitals in the recent times. They use this system because
they want to reduce cost of production. Second, the craft industry system generates wage labor in
the case-study area. The laborers in this village are those who absolutely abandon agricultural
activities (proletariats) and those who do diverse production, both on- and off-farming (partial
proletariats). Third, the craft industry creates social relations in form of network as one of tools to
manage production relations. The factory owners who don’t depend on the subcontract system
employ patron-client relationships to take care of their own subordinates or employees whereas
the other kind of factory owners who still can’t accumulate sufficient economic and social
capitals utilize the social relationships in form of neighborhood and kinship in the subcontract
system and paying wages due to number of work pieces.

This study indicates that the internal differentiation in the village is more obvious
when it tuning into the craft industry. There are several kinds of producers, ranging from
entrepreneurs, subcontractors, laborers, and partial laborers. Nonetheless, the social relations
originated in the past such as patron-client relationship, kinship, and neighborhood are still
important in the village amidst the process of capitalism expansion, especially labor management

in the craft industry.



