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ABSTRACT

Historical accounts bear the testimony that floods visit the low-lying
geographical area of Bangladesh. Normal floods are annual events and some regions
are even hit twice or thrice a year. In addition to that, devastating floods occur here
periodically causing havoc loss of lives and properties. Coping with various kinds of
floods has become a regular survival struggle for the major portion of Bangladeshis.

This study aims at : (1) finding out the underlying causes of vulnerability of
the flood-affected people of Gaibandha district, (2) experiencing the ways and means
through which the flood-hit people cope with the flood situation mobilizing their
available assets and resources and (3) exploring how power relations play out
differently in response to adverse situations caused by recurrent floods.

My research finds that most inhabitants of flood-hit Gaibandha district live on
low-incomes with very limited access to land and livelihoods. The dependency of
many people on single or a couple of members of the household is another significant
factor which leads to their poverty. Increasing population pressure and adoption of
capital-intensive modern cultivation techniques has made these large folk more

vulnerable to floods. The Government response to tackling the situation has been



Vi

mostly limited to providing relief in the form of food, medicine and clothes. Often
international and national NGOs and other social organizations come forward to assist
but in most cases their assistance is not enough to withstand the situation. The
households try to cope with emergent situation by diversifying their livelihoods,
migrating to the towns, selling their valuable assets and/or borrowing money from
relatives or money-lenders.

The study also discovers that abuses of power, corruption, urban bias, gender
disparity and existing religious practices exert negative influence towards enhancing
capability of the poor affected people. Sometimes good projects are adopted but thes
have not borne fruit due to poor implementation or no implementation at all. To
conclude, the study suggests focusing on strengthening the capacity of the affected
people to live with floods rather than focusing on aid/relief-based hazard

management.
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