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ABSTRACT

This study follows the economic anthropological approach that aims to analyze and
expose the monopolization of the discourse about the Avian Influenza epidemic occurred. It
explains the powerful mechanism and means created by collective collaborations of international
and national health institutes, and negotiation by individuals and farmer groups in Bang Krathum
district, Pitsanulok province whose livelihoods depend on free grazing duck farming.

The research finding demonstrates that an epidemic of Avian Influenza in Thailand
has turned the free grazing duck farming, the local subsistence system, into target of government
control and inspection. The collaboration between modern medical knowledge on scientific
classification and epidemiology, and international and national health institutes have crucially
made a strong discourse on Avian Influenza epidemic. The discourse is significantly used for
explanation to society and lay problem solutions to stop an epidemic of Avian Influenza. The
scientific classification is especially applied to legitimize the bio-security standard of the closed
system of poultry raising. Accordingly free grazing duck farming is categorized as a low standard,
while the farming system has been designated as abnormal or harmful. It is thus necessary to be
controlled and changed. In order for quality standardization, all kinds of poultry should be kept in
the closed warehouses. In fact the recommended system has provided a greater chance for poultry
industry to grasp benefits by using their monopoly on production inputs and know-how.

The study also shows that even though farmers in the free grazing duck farming
system have been manipulated by state policy on Avian Influenza, both individuals and groups

can develop strategies and actions to deal with the dominating discourse.



At individual level, farmers have partly applied some measures regarding the control
of Avian Influenza. Instead of using aggressive method or confrontation, farmers reject the state
power via the strategy of infrapolitic which includes ignorance towards government rules and
regulations.

Meanwhile, at group level, farmers have strongly initiated a new social movement for
stronger negotiation. Through massive mobilization and constructive dialogue with provincial and
national authorities, groups of farmers call for policy change and new measures on Avian
Influenza while opposing the appropriation of closed system of poultry industry.

In addition, farmers present different opinions on Avian Influenza. The counter
discourse says government develops solutions on the basis of epidemiological science, while
neglect other concern aspects. Different to the government claim, farmers speak out through
public media that free grazing duck farming is a harmful system or the cause of the epidemic . On
the other hand, it is a traditional Thai way that helps to balance ecological system. Moreover,
duck egg production from free grazing duck farming widely operating in areas of the river basin
has integrated various economic activities and stakeholders. Local duck rising has nurtured the
fair-trade that people in the industry are able to share equal benefits. Particularly duck producers
can reduce production cost on feeding by using wastes from rice farms. At the same time, rice
farmers can also earn more from farm rental and benefit from the eco-friendly pest management

through duck raising in their fields.



