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ABSTRACT

This thesis is aimed to study (1) the Lue’s resettlement, from Muang Yong, eastern
Shan state of Myanmar, in Tachileik border town; (2) to understand their economic adaptation;
and (3) to analyze a process of the Lue production of locality, through traditions, rituals, and
social and economic activities situating these processes within the changing contexts in Myanmar
since 1990s and the growth and expansion of border economy in the contexts of regional
development in the Mekong region. The research found that the Lue resettlements in Mae Sai -
Tachileik Border Towns have a history in different periods. This history of Lue resettlement in
the area is related to the structural changes in regional politics and economic developments in the
borderlands area, which are part of a strategic plan to boost regional trade, economy, and
investment in the region. The Lue’s adaptation to this changing border is significantly related to
the economic changes in the border towns of Mae Sai-Tachileik. The expansion in border trade
and economy is the pull factor that draws the Lue from Muang Yong to leave their homes,
coming to resettle in Mae Sai-Tachileik border towns. The economic adaption to the border lives
forces these Lue to live and develop skills to survive in the border towns, which needs them to
have a language, the uses of kinship and cross border networks. Importantly, the practice or the
continuation to their traditions, rituals, and religious activities are, fundamentally, “the capitals”
which can be utilized to adapt themselves in the border lives and to produce or reconstruct their
new locality in the border areas. As this is manifested, through their marriage and wedding party,
which can be seen as a theatre to perform Lue’s self identity as the borderlanders in Mae Sai -

Tachileik.



