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ABSTRACT

States usually adopt territorialization policies in the name of development and
bio-diversity conservation, and in Nepal, this approach has affected the livelihoods of
the indigenous and ethnic peoples. The Nepalese state has used a variety of strategies
in order to control space within its boundaries, such as by establishing national parks
and developing the tourism sector. The research for this study was carried out in
Chitwan National Park in Nepal, where the Tharu - an indigenous and ethnic group in
the Terai region, has been residing for a long time. They are resistant to malaria and
their livelihoods formerly depended on the forest; however, more recently, hill
migrants from other regions have started to dominate the area. The main objectives of
this study are: (i) to analyze the livelihoods of the Tharu since the establishment of
Chitwan National Park in 1973, (ii) to explore the impacts of tourism on the Tharu
and the hill migrants, plus how they have negotiated with these development projects,
and (iii) to investigate how the Tharu have reconstructed their ethnic identity within a
multi-cultural space.

My research work was based on the use of key informant interviews,
participant observation, a household survey and an analysis of secondary data taken
from a variety of sources. Territorialization, social differentiation and ethnic identity
reconstruction were the key concepts used for the analysis in this study.

The development and bio-diversity conservation strategies of the Nepalese
state, which have involved territorializing the Tharu’s homeland and converting it into

a national park, have restricted the ability of the Tharu people to use the forest



Vi

resources they have depended on for their livelihoods over a long period.
Resettlement projects and a malaria eradication program have encouraged hill people
to migrate into the Terai region, and as a result, population pressure has intensified
resource use, which has in turn created problems related to the distribution of
resources among user groups in the buffer zone community forest, an area handed
over to them in order to reduce conflict between the local people and the Park.

| here reveal that the development strategies of the state have shaped the
demography of Sauraha, with the area becoming increasingly multi-cultural. | also
show that the expansion of tourism has led to social differentiation developing
between the Tharu and the hill migrants, as most of the business activities in the area
are controlled by the hill migrants, while the Tharu have been marginalized.
Furthermore, tourism has displaced the Tharu from main tourist hub, as the price of
land has increased, encouraging the Tharu to sell their land to the hill migrants.

In response to their marginalization, the Tharu have reconstructed their
identity by diversifying their livelihood strategies and adopting the culture and
traditions of the hill migrants; in order to avoid being labeled as backward. As the
Tharu’s traditional livelihoods have been disturbed, so decisions regarding their
livelihoods have become strategic and dynamic, as encouraged by the establishment
of the National Park and the development of tourism. The tactics and negotiations
used by the Tharu in support of their livelihoods have been both a choice and a
necessity for them, according to their abilities and capacity. Social contact between
the hill people and the Tharu has led the Tharu to adopt the Hindu culture and
traditions of the hill migrants, though Tharu culture and traditions have not been
entirely assimilated; instead a fusion of Tharu traditional animism and Hinduism has
been created. The Tharu continue to claim their ethnic identity despite being forced to
accept Hindu culture and traditions on a selective basis, and this can also be seen as a
tactic used to maintain their ‘Tharuness’ and to continue to claim their unique

identity.
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