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ABSTRACT

This descriptive study aimed to study pesticide use behavior samong 255 longan-farmers in
Ban Sop Moei, Tha Khum Ngern subdistrict, Maetha district, Lamphun province. Data collection
was perfored during June to August, 2013. The study instrument wasan interview form consisting of
personal data and pesticide use behaviors. A panel of experts confirmed the instrument’s content
validity with an index of 0.99 while the reliability was at an acceptable level (0.80). Data were

analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The main results revealed that 98.04% of the sample had used pesticides and only 1.96% had
used biological agents. Insecticides and fungicides were used by 38.37% and 34.43% among the
sample. With regard to pesticide use behaviors, it was found that 61.20% and 62.00% of the sample
had such behaviors (before and during use) correctly at a high level, while 52.40% of those had such

behaviors (after use) correctly at a low level.

The results of this study indicate that the sample had unsafe pesticide use behaviors including
before, during, and after use. Therefore, the public health personal should promote safe pesticide

use behaviors among longan-farmers so as to reduce especially the risk of pesticide poisoning.



