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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to investigate economic
and social factors of members and non-members, to determine the
' differenée of economic and social factors of members and non-members,
and to explore the causes of the membership and non-membership of
Sanpatong Agricultural Co-operative Ltd., Chiang Mai frovince.

The population studied was 120 farmers in Sanpatong District,
Chiang Mai Province, consisting of 53 members and 67 non-members.

Multi-stage sampling was used. Data were collected by personal



interview with questionnaife and then analysed by using percentage,
mean, standard deviation and t-test to analyse the differences between
two groups.

It was found that economic factors significantly differentiating
two groups were income, farm land holding, facility, farm machinery and
indebtedness. Social factors included age, membership of economic grouﬁ,
co—operétive knowledge, attitude to co-operative and credit need.

7 The causes of becominé members were agricultural credit needs
and the advantage from co-operatives. The causes of not becoming
members were the membership of other financial institutions and lack of
inf orhlat ion about co-operatives.

It is recommended that agricultural co-operative should persuade
the small farmers to apply for the membership of co-operative by
improving better information diffusion system, promoting them to
adopt more mordern-farming system, and provide them agriculfural
credit, marketing of agricultural products and ample public welfare

system as much as they need.



