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ABSTRACT

-

The purposes of this study were to compare the general characteristics of the
Hmong and Karen hilltribes and their attitudes towards forest conservation, as well as
their problems and needs. Data were gathered from the samples of 104 Hmong and
Karen villagers. Data was analysed by using Statistical Packages for Social Science
(SPSS PC).

From research findings, it was found that Hmong had an average age of 43.86
years old. All of them were married , 92 percent were illiterate , and all were -
spiritualism.  There were 84 percent lack of knowledge about forest resource
conservation while 41 percent had never received training from foréstry officers.
Most of them travelled to town once to three times a year. Hmong eamed their
_livings by growing cabbage and hired labor with an average annual income 51,216

Baht. Most had average farm size 25.65 rai with 4.27 family labor per household.



Most of Karen hilltribe had an average age of 44.85 years old. All were
married , 96 percent were illiterate, and all were Buddhist. Eighty two percent used
to participate training with forestry officers. Ninety percent never travelled to town.
Most of them earned their livings by trading, hired labor, and raising animals with an
average annual income 12,023.88 Baht. Average farm size was 13.60 rai with 4.08
family labor.

Both Hmong and Karen in Tambon Mae Dad, Mae Chaem District, Chiang
Mai Province were found to have different attitudes towards forest resource

conservation significanctly at 0.01 level.



