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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the dragon fruit production and economic
returns in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai Provinces and to investigate the problems and obstacles of
dragon fruit production and marketing.

The population studied included 36 farmers who were dragon fruit growers, Data were
collected by questionnaire and analysed by using descriptive statistics which included percentage,
average, minimum and maximum value and standard deviation.

It was found that most of dragon fruit growers were male with an average age 48 years
old. Most of them finished primary school and were married. The member of honschold was 3-4
persons and average number of labour were 2.61 persons. The dragon fruit growers leamt how to
grow dragon fruit by themselves and received news from TV.

The dragon fruit growers had grow dragon fruit for 1-2 years. They had their own land
5.53 rais with 3.86 rais for dragon fruit which were planted on January. The space between trce
was 2.5 x 3.0 meters. The ground was ploughed and dug, leaving for drying 6-10 days. Seventy
seven percent of the growers used manure while 27.8 percent used chemical fertilizer. Weed
control was conducted 5-8 times. Nineteen percent of them sprayed insecticide. Most of them

took the water from digging pond. Dragon fruit were managed to be distributed by the growers.



Ninety one percent of them agreed upon the price before selling. Somne of them sold the fruit at
the market. They satisfied the setting price.

The variable cost of dragon fruit production at first was 29,166.25 baht/rai which
inchuded 1,861.11 baht for soil preparation, 8,569.44 baht for elevated wooden platform,
10,583.33 baht for young stock, 11,250 baht for fertilizer, 83.3 baht for pesticide and 208.33 baht
for others. An average income was 37,166.94 baht/rai while the net income was 6,903.08
baht/rax

The problems of dragon fruit production were weed and insect control, capital cost, land,

water source and labour.



