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Abstract

The objectives of this research aimed to study forest resource conservation of highland
farmers, to analyse the relationship between personal aspects, economic as well as social aspects
of highland farmers and their forest resource conservation, and to investigate the problems,
constraints and needs of highland farmers related to forest resource conservation. The population
of this study were 180 highland farmers who lived in Wiang Pa Pao District, Chiang Raj
Province. Data were gathered by using questionnaire and analysed by statistical package for the
social science/personal computer: SPSS/PC” and presented in terms of percentage, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation, weight mean score. Hypothesis testing for relationship of personal
aspects, economic and social aspects of highland farmers and their forest resource conservation
using Chi-square test.

The results showed that most of highland farmers was the native citizen with the
average age of 46.71 years. Most of them had primary school education. The average income was
23,122.20 baht per year. The average family members was 3.90 with the average agricultural
labour of 2.27. The average land holding was 14.49 rai. They received forest resource

conservation informations with the average of 10.65 times per year. They contacted the external



community communication with the average of 8.51 times per year. They attended the training on
forest resource conservation with the average of 0.49 times per year.,

On forest resource conservation aspect, it was found that most of highland farmers
practiced on forest resource conservation at a moderate level. Forest protection, forest
maintenance, forest plantation, forest fire control and information dissemination on forest
resource conservation practices were at the moderate level.

For hypothesis testing, the results showed that education level, income, land holding,
information flow and communication with external communities related to the forest resource
conservation of highland farmers. 7

Problems encountered by conservation was forest fire taken by some person who had the
purposes to hunt wildlife or collecting forest products. They needed more knowledge and training
about forest resource conservation as well as cooperation between the government officers and
farmers .

It is suggested that the government should supply more materials and budget for their
activities on forest resource conservation so that the people and forest can go together, and

effective forest resource conservation will be obtained.



