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The objectives of this research were to study personal characteristics, socioeconomic and
other factors affecting the success of dairy production as well as problems, obstacles and
recommendations of dairy cattle production of St Nakhon Dairy Promotion Center.

Population studied were dairy cattle farmers under Restructuring and Agricultural
Production System Plan who were members of Si Nakhon Dairy Promotion Center, Sukhothai
province during 1994-1996 and 1997-2001 totaled 84 farmers. The instrument of research was
questionnaire for data collection. Data analysis was done through percentage, arithmetic mean,
standard deviation and Chi-square test.

From research findings, it was found that most of dairy farmers aged between 46-55
years old with the average of 46.96 years old. They finished primary school and were married.
Most of them had never had experiences on dairy cattle raising before they joined the project.
Almost 60 percent farmers earned their living only on dairy cattle raising. Most of farmers
participated in project during 1997-2001. The number of farm labor was 2 farmers per
household. There was no hired labor in their farm. Most farmers used milking machine. Their
farm size for cattle raising and pasture was about 10 rai or lower.

In 2001, farmers owned cattle more than 13 heads with the average of 13 heads and 12

heads in 2003. The income from cattle raising during 1994-1996 and 1997-2001 were 189,531.20



and 294,177.50 Bath respectively. Most of farmers (71.43%) obtained training on cattle raising
organized by Department of Livestock. They received information on cattle raising from
magazine. They had knowledge on cattle raising at good to very good level.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that dairy cattle raising area was related to the
success of dairy cattle farmers of Si Nakhon Dairy Promotion Center. Due to small raising areas,
it was difficult for farmers to expand their farm size.

Problem and obstacles in dairy promotion mentioned by farmazrs were high price of
concentrate, low rate of breeding, low price of raw milk, low yield, lack of capital, insufficient of
pasture and raising areas, cow diseases and lack of water sources, respectively.

It was recommended that extension workess should visit farmer’s farm in order to advise
farmers closely and continuously and support inexperienced farmers to raise dairy cattle properly
and successfully. Agencieé involved should support credit for farm expansion and train them on
dairy production. In addition, farmers should increase more the number of dairy cows it the

project to be effective and successful.



