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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the relationship between personal

characteristics , socio — economic factors and the knowledge and practices on antibiotic utilization

in broiler production in Chiang Mai Province as well as problems , recommendations and needs

of farmers about broiler production extension.

Population used in this study were 109 farmers in Chiang Mai Province through simple

random sampling. Data gathering was done by the use of questionnaires. Statistical techniques

used were frequency , percentage , Arithmetic Mean , maximum » minimum , Standard Deviation

and Stepwise Multiple Regression Analysis.



From research findings , it was found that most farmers were male and contract
farmers. They had an average age about 46 years old with primary education (primary 4 to 6).
Their experiences of broiler raising were about 8 years. The average farm area was 715.36
square meters , average income 24,848 Baht , average debt 396,597 Baht. The duration of
broiler raising was 40-45 days. The information acquisition on broiler raising and extension
contact averaged once a month.

Farmer ’s knowledge on antibiotic utilization in broiler production were at middle
level. Most farmer’s knowledge was the device from the animal husbandman before using
antibiotic and the least farmer’s knowledge was the use of antibiotic for protective and curative
purposes.

Farmer ’s practices on antibiotic utilization in broiler production were at middle
level. Most corrected farmer’s practices were the reading and understanding of antibiotic and the
quantity and frequency of using antibiotic. The non-practice of antibiotic was the use of antibiotic
should be 3-5 days and continue a few days after broilers recovery.

From hypothesis testing , it was found that educational level and types of farmer
were  significantly related to knowledge and practices on antibiotic utilization in broiler
production meaning that educated farmers and price guarantor farmers had correct
knowledge and practices on antibiotic utilization in broiler production more than lower
educated and contractor farmers.

Most farmers had also problems and obstacles , namely , low price of broiler , high
price of feed , lack of revolving fund and knowledge about broiler’s disease. Farmers suggested
to organize broiler raising group to solve these problems.

Recommendations from this study were that government officials and the private
sectors should give more correct knowledge of antibiotic utilization in broiler production

to farmers.



