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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study knowledge and understanding of Buddhist
monks on New Theory of Agriculture, to study the relationship between personal characteristics,
social factors and knowledge and understanding concerning the New Theory of Agriculture, to
study the relevance between the Lord Buddha’s teachings and New Theory of Agriculture and to
study problems and obstacles of monks’ knowledge and understanding on New Theory
farming. The population were 85 Buddhist monks who were students of the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Chiang Mai Campus, Wat Sri So Da Class. Data
collection was done through questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were percentage, arithmetic
means, standard deviation and Chi-square Test.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that age of monks and television were significantly
(P < .01) related to monks’ knowledge and understanding. Dharma principles that related to New
Theory of Agriculture were diligence (Viriyarumpha) and harmony with nature.

The problems and obstacles of monks concerning New Theory of Agriculture were lack of
training and suggestion from authorities, lack of information sources and books, less support form

the state authorities, insufficiency of budget, highland was unsuitable for New Theory of



Agriculture due to limited farm size and out of irrigation area, general people need various careers
but no integration of knowledge with Dharma principles.

The recommendation of this research were that the authorities should organize more
training or field trips concerning New Theory of Agriculture for monks as well as for farmers as
some had no of them understanding on New Theory of Agriculture and confused between New
Theory of Agriculture and sufficiency economy. To solve the deforestation problem is to
encourage farmers to reforest in order to restore natural water resources, increase and transfer
media on New Theory of Agriculture. Extension worries and monks should extend and support

farmers on New Theory of Agriculture together with ethics and morality.



