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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) The decision making to grow
Japanese purple eggplant under contract farming of farmers in Chiang Mai province 2) socio-
economic characteristics of Japanese eggplant growers 3) company factors affecting the decision-
making on growing Japanese eggplants under contract farming and 3) problems encountered in
Japanese eggplant growing.

Respondents in this study were farmers growing and not growing Japanese eggplant in
two districts: Chiang Dao and Samoeng with a sample group of 168 farmers. Data collection was
done through primary and secondary data, related documented and researches. Obtained data
were analyzed for finding the relationship between independent variables and dependent variable
by using Chi — Square.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents (91.7 percent) were male with
an average age 37.6 years. More than one-half of them (69.07 percent) had the educational level
of elementary school. They had 3.4 family members on average with 2.6 rai of Japanese eggplant
growing area and had an average workforce family of 2.6 persons. They had an average annual
income of 8,026.79 baht earned from non-agricultural sector. They obtained an average Japanese

eggplant yield for 14,058.65 kg/rai. Most of the respondents (88.1 percent) got a loan for



Japanese eggplant growing. All of them (100 percent) perceived news on Japanese eggplant
growing through private agricultural extension staff. They had been growing Japanese eggplants
for 2.6 years on average. Less than one-half of the respondents (35.7 percent) knew concerned
agricultural agencies for 1-6 months on average. More than one-half of them (51.8 percent)
perceived conditions on Japanese eggplant growing of companies promoting Japanese eggplant
growing.

The reason of the decision making on growing plant Japanese purple eggplant with
contract farming were the increasable income, neighbor persuasion and market respectively. On
the other hand, the reasons of the decision-making for not growing were dubiousness about the
uncertain income, no confidence in the companies and market.

Hypothesis testing showed that age, educational attainment, years of knowing the
companies and the conditions of the companies were significantly related with the decision-
making on Japanese eggplant growing under contract framing of farmers in Chiang Mai province.

It could be advisable that the promotion of Japanese eggplant growing with contract of
the company should promote at respondents with 38 years old who had elementary school to
secondary school educational level because they decided to grow Japanese purple eggplant with
contract farming more than the other group. In additional, the company staff should provide
knowledge to the farmers on the company condition. This is because the company condition has
an influence towards the farmers on decision - making on Japanese eggplant growing. Besides,
the farmers will perceive the benefits they will obtain from Japanese eggplant growing aside from
income.

Problems encountered included were prevention of diseases and pets, yield harvesting,
management and chemical application, yield purchasing, understanding of Japanese growing
practice, agricultural extension, yield payment, soil preparation and Japanese eggplant growing,

Japanese eggplant seedlings and companies respectively.



