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Abstract

The objective of the research entitled “Strengthening Process of
Bio — fertilizer Farmer Group in Tonphung Village, Maepong Sub-district, Doi Saket
District, Chiang Mai Province” were to 1) find out the production process of
Bio — fertilizer farmer group during 2006 until present, 2) develop the strengthening
process of this group, and 3) analyze factors contributed the strengthening process.
Qualitative research was applied as the research methodology. The Result reveals that
the Bio — fertilizer Farmer Group in Tonphung Village was established since 2006.
At the beginning, although raw material for the bio-fertilizer was plenty, however
the group members did not has sufficient understanding on Bio — fertilizer production
as there was less sharing knowledge and experience among them. It was also found
that the strengthening process developed during the research process has 7 steps,
as follow: 1) the study of community context and building up understanding village
and group leaders, 2) formation of core research team and identify research questions,
3) identify weak points of chemical fertilizer, benefit of bio-fertilizer, and group’s
strength; weakness; opportunity and threats, 4) develop group’s action plan on group
management and bio-fertilizer production as well as its quality, 5) implementation of
action plan, 6) identify lessons learnt of group members and core research team, and
7) evaluate the research process focusing on group’s changes.



The factors contribute to the group’s strength and development found to be
1) group’s committee was formed and actively performed, 2) group’ s committee have
become core research team who actively participate in designing the action plan to
strengthening the group, 3) the master student who facilitate the learning process that
increases the participation of group members on decision making, 4) the support from
local government organizations in term of knowledge and financial support.



