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ABSTRACT

Drying processes of longan flesh from 24 commercial plants in Chiang Mai and Lampun
provinces were surveyed in the season of the year 2004. There were 12 plants to process golden
dried longan flesh and 12 plants to process dark brown dried longan flesh. There were two types
of buildings, opened and closed buildings, and 5 types of driers such as tray drier, rotated shelf-
drier, kiln drier, tunnel drier and steam drier. The most popular was kiln drier. In the process,
fresh longan fruit, AA and A grades were rinsed with water, deseeded with a pitter. The flesh
was rinsed, dipped in a potassium metabisulfite solution, drained and individual fruit were placed
orderly or spreaded on the screen. There were 7 and 4 patterns of drying temperatures and drying
times for kiln drier and tray drier, respectively. The dried longan flesh was cooled, sorting and
trimming to eliminate defects, and classified into 3 grades AA, A, and B according to the size,
uniformity and color. Then, it was packed in plastic bags before storage at room temperature or
in cold room. Drying process for dark brown dried longan flesh was used hot air drier without

turn up side down the fruit. The dark brown dried longan flesh may be obtained from the dark



gold dried longan flesh and defected dried whole longan fruit. Gold dried longan flesh can be
eaten directly but dark brown longan flesh must be boiled in water before eating. It was also
found that drying processes for both types of products were not complied with good
manufacturing practice system such as building, equipment, process control, sanitation and
personal hygiene. So the knowledge of good manufacturing practice should be provided for the

worker in the small scale industries.
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