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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed to investigate opinions of Okra growers in Ban
Phaeo district, Samut Sakhon province towards the Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) for
exporting Okra and to examine problems which found from applying the mentioned practice.
The research sample was determined to the Okra growers who registered as an Okra exporter.
Data collection was compiled by the interview of 10 growers, then, analyzed by descriptive
statistics including frequencies, percentages, and means as presented in a form of frequency and
percentage table. Later on, the researcher brought those data to be analyzed again by using the
comparative analysis together with some other related conceptual frameworks.

Based upon the results of an interview with Okra growers, it was revealed that
those growers got the information about Okra and other agricultural knowledge, including GAP
system for Okra from Chach-chawal Orchid Company. They mostly learned about the GAP
system in relation to the Okra bed’s hygiene and the free from insecticides and chemical
substances. According to the opinion towards the application of GAP system for the real
practice, the advantages they got from applying this practice were referred to the Okra bed’s

hygiene, the control of cleanliness, the separation of chemical substances by identifying the



name of those chemical substances, the entire covering dress to be worn at the time when
spraying insecticides, the good water ventilating system in Okra’s bed, and garbage-less. Since
the Okra imported countries required the careful quality check done before receiving the Okra,
those Thai Okra for export growers were encouraged to apply this GAP system, which
emphasized on the hygiene and the free from toxins or residues of Okra production. As a result
of this match, it reflected that the growers were supposed to be ready for adapting GAP system
to Okra cultivation.

For those Okra growers who gave an interview, they revealed that they controlled
the processes of Okra cultivation by themselves. In general, they selected the location to grow
Okra nearby water resource; neither river basin nor swamp. Moreover, the location should be
located far from hospitals and industrial factories due to the waste water which might be drained
from these two places. The proper land for planting Okra should be flat and the furrow should
also be created for the water ventilating purpose. The soil should be found in a good condition;
loose without grass. The furrow for planting Okra should be found 4 or 3 meters width or 4
meters width with 60 meters length. The criteria in selecting Okra strain were referred to the
following points; to have big and strong Okra stalk with many branches and to have big and
thick 5 perfect angles pod which was the most preferable characteristic of pod as needed by the
markets. Furthermore, Okra pod should be hard to be bruised while its color should be green.
The weight of Okra pod should be in according to the weight that each company wanted. In
order to prevent Okra from getting yellow stem/leaf or dried stem decease, the growers had to
find the strong grain which would help resisting any of deceases. However, the problem was

having too less strains to be selected.



